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2 Cor. iv. 18. “* While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, 
but the thicgs which are not seen are eternal.” 


Noruine can be more absurd and contradictory to itself, 
than man, in his conduct with regard to a future state. At 
one time he yields to fear, as if he were only mortal ; at anoth- 
er, his boundless ambition and aspiring hope, lead him to act 
as if he were wholly immortal. Is he threatened by tem- 
poral calamities? His thoughts are absorbed in the present 
life; he despairs of futurity: the smallest circumstance which 
presages the dissolution of his body, disconcerts and alarms 
him; he has recourse to the meanest expedients to ward off 
the stroke, and seems as if he considered himself only like the 
beast, which, when it yields up its breath, is annihilated. But 
the same person, who under the influence of fear thinks him- 
self only mortal, when actuated by his aspiring hopes and 
boundless ambition, seems to think himself only immortal. He 
extends his borin as if they were for eternity ; he builds as 
though he and his houses were to endure from age to age; he 
makes provision for an illimitable duration, and wishes to 
establish an unfading name, as if he himself should always 
taste its pleasures. Behold, my brethren, a mystery in the 
human heart, which appears incomprehensible, which the 
ancient philosophers could never explain, and on which they 
have run into the same contradictions that are found in the 
heart of man itself. Some have asserted that man is merely 
like the beast; that he ought to confine his views within the 
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circle of visible creatures; and that to go beyond these is rid- 
iculous presumption. Others have maintained that he ought 
to trample upon and despise all earthly things, and oanilaoe 
himself as a God eternal and immutable. Whilst others, unit- 
ing these two considerations, and unable to conceive the same 
nature capable of sentiments and feelings so opposite, attribu- 
ted unto man two souls, the one mortal, the other immortal. 
This mystery would still be impenetrable, and render us a 
paradox to ourselves, if this contradiction of our passions and 
desires, of our fear and ambition, did not lead us into the 
truth; in shewing us that, as both are founded in our nature, 
man is both mortal and immortal; that he is like the beast 
which perishes, by sin which subjects him to the same pas- 
sions, and makes him liable to the same end; but like unto 
God who endures for ever, being created in his image, and 
designed for the enjoyment of him. Fear proves man’s mor- 
tality and wretchedness, presumption his immortality ; amd the 
fear which teaches him that he himself and every thing around 
him must perish, warns him not to set his affections on things 
of earth; whilst the presumption which inspires him with 
immoderate desires and boundless ambition, places him above 
this lower world, and teaches him that God alone can satisfy 
him. Thus I reconcile man with himself, and from hence I 
take the two heads of my discourse on the words of the Apostle, 
where, assigning the reason why the good and evil of the pres- 
ent life makes so slight an impression on the Christian, ne 
teaches us his true character: on the one hand he feels a holy 
indifference towards that which is mortal and perishing, and on 
the other is strongly attached to the things which are eternal 
and unchangeable, and ardently pursues them: ‘* Looking not 
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; 
for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.”? This text divides itself into two 
arts: what we are not to look at, and what we ere; we are not 
to look at the things which are seen, because they are tem- 
poral: we must look at the things which are not seen, because 
they are eternal. ; 
Part 1. By the things which are seen, the Apostle means 
those objects of sense or appetite, which give rise to tiiat three- 
fold desire which reigns in the world, the desire of the flesh, the 
desire of the eyes, and the pride of life: not merely that which 
strikes the sight, but whatever pleases the imagination, or ap- 
pears desirable throuzhout the vast range of terrestial crea- 
tures. We need not long insist on the proposition which the 
Apostle lays ‘own: viz. that these things are temporal. It is 
sufficient to observe, that in every respect they are but of short 


duration. If we consider them in their own nature, their lead-— 
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ing feature is instability. Divine Providence has appointed 
that they should be perpetuated by a continual revolution of 
rise and fall, production and decay; so that they are ever 
varying. If we consider them with regard to the change pro- 
duced in them by the sin of the first man, we shall see, that in 
consequence of the rebellion of the head of nature against the 
Sovereign of the universe, the whole creation is doomed 'to 
ruin and destruction. In heinous offences vengeance is some- 
times inflicted on the families and possessions of the offender ; 
as in the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, who for their 
rebellion against Moses were swallowed up, together with their 
servants and possessions. So the revolt of the first man has 
not only entailed death on his own posterity, but has also sown 
the seeds of corruption and death amongst all those inferior 
creatures which depend on him. ‘Hence originate wars which 
desolate the earth, the perpetual opposition of elements, and 
conflict of jarring principles, which tend to dissolve the fatiric 
ef nature, and which will finally prove its total overthrow. 
And hence arise that vanity and changeableness. which the 
Apostle regards as the natural result of our first parents’ 
sin: “ The creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope.” 

if you consider the things that are seen with regard to par- 
ticular sins, which pervert them from their proper use, you find 
them temporal, rendered so by a peculiar curse which withers 
them and hastens their end. Fruit, naturally corruptible, is 
sometimes premiturely destroyed by a secret worm: the 
human frame, which, according to the common course of na- 
ture, mizht endure a season longer, is sometimes, by an unex- 
pected malady, cut off ata stroke. Just so with the things 
which are seen; though perishable in themselves, yet they 
dis..ppear much more quickly, because the vices of men infect 
them with a destructive leprosy. Thus worldly splendour 
venishes almost as soon as it is seen: “ The glory of Ephroim 
shall fly away like a bird from the birth, and from'the womb, 
and from the conception.”” Riches corrupt whilst the covet- 
eous man accumulates them: “Go to now, ye rich men, weep 
and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you; your 
riches are corrupted, your garments are moth-eaten, your gold 
and silver is cankered.’? Houses built of the substance of the 
orphan and widow, shall be overthrown: “ And I will smite 
the winter-house, and the summer-house, and the house of ivory 
shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the 
Lord.”? 

If you consider the things which are seen with regard to man’s 
attachment unto them, were these things even durable in them- 
Seves, yet they would be but temporary to us. The human 
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heart cannot long be confined to the same enjoyment, we must 
have variety ; one pleasure no sooner appears than it gives 
place to another ; we weary ourselves in pursuit of vanity, and 
even when we feel ourselves inclined to rest in any object, a 
superior power separates us from it; in a little time it dies te 
us, or we dieto it. Therefore the Sacred Writings, in describ- 
ing the short duration of earthly enjoyments, represent them by 
objects the most fleeting and momentary. They are, say they, 
fading flowers, withering grass, ebbing torrents, passing shad- 
ows, and dreams that vanish; they tell us they are fleeter than 
the wind, swifter than a post, and more light and unsubstantial 
than vanity itself: were they weighed in the balance together 
they would be lighter than vanity, Psa. 62. But, as I have 
already said, this instability is felt and seen, mankind ac- 
knowledge it in general terms ; but here lies the evil, whilst 
they acknowledge their instability in general terms, they act 
as if they thought them eternal: this practical illusion we 
must combat by the conclusion of St. Paul, “ Looking not at 
the things which are seen.” 

To look at the things which are seen is, 1. To consider them 
with too much attention andassiduity. 2. To value them more 
highly than they deserve. 3. To admit them to an improper 
place in ouraffections. And, 4. To bound our views and wish- 
es by them, resting in them as our end. And from these four 
particulars I take four arguments in support of the Apostle’s 
proposition. 

1. Looking not at the things which are seen so as to con- 
sider them with too much attention and assiduity, because they 
are temporal, and we want leisure for this purpose. The 
fugitive and uncertain state of the things which are seen does 
not admit of that careful and assiduous investigation which is 
required to understand them thoroughly. Properly to com- 


prehend their nature it would be necessary to contemplate them: 


ina fixed state, and to have leisure and opportunity to ex- 
amine them on every side; yet, as they are but for a time, they 
elude our observation, and leave us only their shadow and ex- 
ternal image. An ancient philosopher observed, that it is 
impossible to bring natural science to perfection, because the 
objects of the sciences should be permanent; but nature is in 


perpetual fluctuation, like the waters of a flowing stream, which 


glide away while we gaze upon them. And for this reason he 
thought it folly to attempt to penetrate the secrets of nature. 
With a little allowance we may say the same, we cannot con- 
template the things of this world in a fixed point of view, be- 
cause we never find them twice in the same situation, and the 
perpetual flux which carries them away perplexes and bewil- 
ders our ideas. In vain does the curious attempt to find out 
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the secret causes of the different phenomena which the world 
resents; the labour is long, the task 1s difficult, the subjects 
in a state of perpetual mutation, and death takes him off just at 
the dawn of his discoveries. In vain does the politician wish 
to form sound maxims from the conduct and opinions of those 
with whom he converses ; what can he learn from man, who 
by the levity of his humour, the change of his passions, and 
diversity of his interests, is incessantly changing, and who 
disappears before he has time to be acquainted with him. In 
vain does the man of the world labour to acquire a knowledge 
of mankind ; the world is in perpetual motion, the preceding 
race has succeeded to the former, and we who ocupy their 
places, must soon give way to those who follow us; ‘ One 
generation passeth away, and another cometh.”” Every where 
we see only visionary phantoms, which glide before us; fleeting 
and unsubstantial personages, who aiter haying acted their 
part on the theatre of the world, give place to others.as airy 
and uncertain as themselves. Now I ask, what profit, what 
solid instruction, can we derive from these things, unless to 
learn that they are a fading inheritance. And this is what God 
intends to teach us, by placing us in this unsubstantial world. 
He designs that we should look at the things which are seen, 
not so as to penetrate and understand the secrets of their nature, 
but to feel their nothingness and vanity ; he hath shewn us only 
the surface of his works, that we seeing their unsubstantial 
nature, might despise their false splendour, be raised above 
the power of temptation, and acknowledge that the pleasures 
which temporal things promise are flattering and delusive. 

2. From whence I proceed to the second prdof. Looking 
not at the things which are seen, that is, not esteeming them 
too highly. because they are temporal, and on this account of 
little value. The shortness of their duration, without any 
other argument, is sufficient to convince us that they are un- 
worthy of our esteem ; for had they possessed real worth, God, 
who has made every thing by number, weight, and measure, 
and who justly appreciates his own works, would have given 
them a duration equal to their value. It is wisdom which has 
proportioned the continuance of visible things, to their worth ; 
and it would have been goodness to us to have lengthened out 
their existence, had they been truly great and worthy of es- 
teem. Seeing then, that God assigns them aduration so lim- 
ited, judge of the worth by the rule which Sovereign Wisdom 
gives ; judge of them, if you please, by your own conduct. Is 
it not true that we esteem things according to their stability 
and permanence, and reckon as nothing what is only lent us for 
4moment? The most elevated situations are not valued unless 
we consider them permanent; even a crown loses much of its 
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worth when it is soon to be laid aside. Hence in the kingdom 
of Sparta, where a new king was elected every year, there 
existed as great an indifferency towards royalty as there does 
eagerness after it in other States, where the crown is for life. 
Sensible people hardly considered sovereign power an eleva- 
tion, where they were so soon to return to the situation of pri- 
vate individuals. Ah! did we use the same good sense in 
estimating all terrestrial things, instead of saying, “* This fortune 
shall pass away ina year,” we should say, All will totally 
vanish at farthest in thirty or forty years. We should see that 
greater or lesser durations, not altering the nature of these 
things so as to make the one less changeable than the other, 
they are in their whole amount but as nothing. Were we to 
carry our thoughts forward into futurity, and represent to our- 
selves this body devoured by worms, and these titles obliterated 
for ever, we should feel ashamed at having valued them so. 
much ; our pride would be brought low, our lofty imaginations 
would vanish, and we should see things in their proper col- 
ours, viz. as unworthy of consideration orregard. Moses made 
use of the following scheme to cure the Israelites of idolatry : 
he ordered the golden calf to be thrown into the fire and reduced 
to ashes ; he then took the ashes and mixed them with water, 
with a view that the people might reflect, the making of this idol 
cost us much; our wives brought their jewels, we offered our 
old and our silver, but of all the wealth there remains only 
ashes, it is therefore for a little dust that we have exhausted 
our treasures. It was by this, says Philo, that he cured their 
attachment to idols; ‘* What,” said they, three days ago we 
feasted and sung around the image, rendering it worship and 
adoration, but all to terminate in dust! and is this the object 
of our reverence, and the great divinity to which we conse 
crated our persons and possessions.”? This thought filled 
them with shame and confusion, and eradicated their idolatry. 
Ah! you who feast around that idol, who make it the object of 
your worship and adoration, were I permitted to open its tomb, 
what shame and confusion should I not give you. Is this the 
creature thou madest thy divinity? Is it this which thou 
thoughtest worthy of so much respect and honour? which made 


thy bad or good fortune? It cannot save itself either from | 


corruption or worms. To expose it, such as it shall one day 
be, is sufficient to remove the vail which covers you, dissipate 
your blindness, and convince you that whatever is fading and 
perishable is but of little worth, “ Looking not at the things 
which are seen.” , 

3. Looking not at the things which are seen, through the 
medium of our affections, with covetous and eager eyes, because 
they are temporal, and we cannot long either possess or enjoy 
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them. Admitting they were excellent and worthy of esteem, 
something more would be required to fix our hearts upon them ; 
for whatever excellency any thing may possess, we only value 
it as' related unto us, or connected with us, either by right or 
actual enjoyment ; if it is not our property we cannot turn it 
to our advantage; and, though considerable in itself, it is 
nothing with regard to us. Now whatever is but temporal, 
cannot properly be considered ours, becausé'the enjoyment of 
it must ever be uncertain, and there is little difference between 
possessing only for a little space and not possessing at all. 
What folly must it be to place our affections on that which we 
can never obtain ; or aniel if obtained, we must soon part with, 
in deep regret for having loved it too much, and in despair for 
having lost it forever? If we love the things which are seen, 
it ought to be with a love proportioned to their nature ; as they 
are but transitory, so ought our affection for them to be alsa. 
In one word, we should look upon them as. servants, and use 
them for our conveniency, and noe them a place in our 
hearts, or seek our happiness in thém. Both the righteous 
and the wicked are agreed that the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the conclusion drawn from this principle by the 
one, is widely different from that which is drawn from it by 
the other. This is the language of the wicked—Our life is 
short and insipid, we cannot avoid death, and no one ever 
returned from the grave; we came into the world by chance, 
and shortly we shall be as if we had never been; the breath of 
our nostrils is but smoke, and our spirit is a spark produced by 
the motion of the heart. Come then, let us rejoice in the pres- 
ent, and hasten to enjoy what we have; let us drink precious 
wines, anoint ourselves with odoriferous ointments, and suffer 
not the flowers of the spring to pass away. Jet us deck our- 
selves with garlands of roses before they wither, for this is our 
portion and lot.—Since then, say they, our portion in this life 
is so limited, it behoves us attentively to improve the present 
inoment; seeing our pleasures pass.so quickly, we ought to 
give up ourselves unto them, that we may enjoy all they are 
capable of yielding, and anticipate whatever can be anticipa- 
ted. St. Paul reverses the conclusion, as it regards the righte- 
ous, “ But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth 
that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 
and those that weep, as though they wept not; and they that 
rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as 
though they possessed not; and they that use the world as not 
abusing it; for the fashion of this world passeth away.” ‘This 
world is an exhibition, a play, representation, or public spec- 
tacle. This exhibition or spectacle is passing away, earthly 


ig _— us; let us — by a prudent foresight, 
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detach ourselves from them, and close our eyes betimes on 


those deceitful objects which are about to disappear. ‘ Look- 


ing not at the things which are seen.”? 

Finally. We ought not to look at the things which are seen, 
so as to bound our views and wishes by them, and rest in them 
as the end which terminates our pursuits, because they are tem- 
poral. Their transitory nature teaches us that we are destined 
for something higher ; and the shorter their duration, the more 
ought we to be weaned from them. Yes, my brethren, the 
consideration that these things are temporal, sufficiently con- 
vinces me that man Is created for nobler enjoyments; for how 
can we conceive that he who is endowed with powers so capa- 
cious, and gifts so eminent, shall in a few days be no more? 
What, shall man, whose vast mind grasps the whole world, 
forms immortal projects, runs through the past, the present, 
and the future, and reaches into eternity? Man, who pene- 
trates and unfolds the mysteries of Providence, the wonders of 
nature, and the greatness of divinity itself; who, Lord of the 
inferior creation, by his conception penetrates the intellectual 
world ;—Man, who after having passed the weakness of infan- 
cy, and with so much labour at length begun to live like a 
rational creature, that is, to love God and to adore him.—Shall 
he view all his vast projects, bounded by the duration of a mo- 
ment, his illimitable schemes suddenly disappear, his research- 
es and meditations serve only to abridge his days, and all his 
virtues sink into eternal oblivion? God forbid, my brethren, 
that we should attribute to the Deity a conduct so unworthy 
of his wisdom! for on this supposition the beasts would enjoy 
a greater share of felicity than man. Therefore, from visible 
and temporal things we ought to raise our thoughts to an end 
more perfect, a state beyond the bounds of time, where vur 
just projects shall be accomplished, our light be enlightened, 
and our virtues take a character more noble and sublime. The 
more the things of earth are transitory, the more ought we to 
fix our thoughts on the felicity which shall succeed them, as 
the shorter our time is, the nearer is eternity. Jn this state, 
penetrated by the view of the infinite blessings which we dis- 
cover before us, we forget the things that are behind ; far {rom 
considering the present world as our final state, we regard it 
merely as an inferior and subordinate means to acquire that 
good which our hopes place before us. What do | say? we 
Jook upon it as an obscuring cloud, which darkens and hides 
from our view our future felicity. We are only strangers here, 
far from our own country ; we have here no continuing city or 
permanent habitation. The men of the world build; we only 
have tabernacles: in short, we are men who, losing sight of 
visible and sensible objects, tura our attention and care solely 
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to the things that are invisible: “ Looking not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things that are seen are temporal, but the things which are not 


seeh are eternal.’’ 
(To be continued.) 


Biography, 


EY 


FROM THE LONDON METHODIST MAGAZINE.’ 


An Adcount of the Life and Conversion from Heatheniem to 
Christianity, of George Naporis De Sitva, Samara Mana 
NaYeka, Yate a Budhist Priest in the Island of Ceylon. 


(Concluded from Vol. III. page 453.) 


Georce Naporis pe Sitva is another proof of the power of 
the gospel to change the heathen. Since his baptism he has 
chiefly resided at Colombo, and regularly attended the Mission 
House, as one of the native translators of the Holy Scriptures ; 
an office for which he is well qualified by his profound and 
critical knowledge of the primitive languages of the East. He 
is always extremely willing to render us any assistance, and I 


believe takes an interest in our prosperity. 
Even before his baptism it-has been seen that he was the 


subject of strong religious feelings; and those ,feelings have 
_ been frequently visible in him since that time, and to the pres- 

ent. There is a decided seriousness and thoughtfulness in his 
whole deportment. There can be no doubt that, under the 
Divine influence, his mind, piercing through the externals of 
religion, has a distinct perception of the spiritual nature and 
sanctifying tendency thereof. And, in a conversation with 
Mrs. Harvard, upon Divine things, some time before we left 
the island of Ce vict he wept much, and was observed to be 
very greatly affected. He has certainly not inclined the least 
to heathenism since his baptism; he is, however, in critical 
circumstances ; is much exposed from various quarters, and 
needs an interest in the prayers of those who prevail at a throne 
of grace. James y. 16—20. 

He has regularly met in class with us for some time past, and 
retains his desire to be not only a nominal, but a true and spirit- 
ual Christian. On these occasions I have often met and con- 
versed with him myself, and have had every reason to be satis- 
fied with his very apparent sincerity and simplicity. He has, 
since then, been for a considerable time absent in the interior pre- 
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vinces of the island, where, as I have already observed, during 
the late disturbances, he has rendered the British Government 
several important services. May his life be long preserved for 
the service of the gospel! And may his heart ever esteem it 
his greatest happiness to become in any way, subservient to 
the glory of God in the salvation of his heathen countrymen! 
Amen. 

A letter, which he himself wrote, a few days before his depar- 
ture from Colombo, to our Missionary Committee in London, 
(See Missionary Intelligence in our October Number, page 
785,) gives a plain unvarnished representation of him. To 
this I beg to make reference ; and shall only add the following 
translation* of an essay or sermon, which he wrote shortly after 
hf baptism on the subject of Christianity. It is addressed to 
his heathen countrymen, and to the heathen in general, and is 
entitled, ‘ The Demonstration of the Truth of the Christian 
Religion, and the Creation explained.” 


TRANSLATION, &Cy 


It is reasonable to believe that there must be one God, who 
created the world, and all the creatures, and all other things 
which are therein. Should a person, on his entrance into a 
wilderness, destitute of human beings, behold an artificial edi- 
fice there, he would think within himself, “ This edifice, which 
is extremely artificial, and which bears evident marks of har- 
mony and design in its construction, must have been the work 
of some most skilful person.”? He would not attribute it to 
chance. Thus, in like manner, the heavens and the earth, the 
sun and the moon, the stars, and all that in them is, as they 
form one harmonious and glorious system, and exhibit the ut- 
most contrivance and skill in their formation, must have been 
the workmanship of some great and elevated Divine Being. It 
is unreasonable to attribute them to chance; as it would be 
also to suppose that they had been made by men, or devils, or 
inferior deities, as it isin the books of the Budhist religion. 
Allowing these beings to have had an existence, of which we 
have no proof at ail, still how could they have formed works so 
superior to themselves? . 

Therefore it is becoming a reasonable man to believe what is 
said on this point in the book of the Christian religion, that all 
these things were created by a true, eternal Supreme Being, 


* For this translation we are indebted to the kindness of Mr. Philipsz, the 
third Maha Modelier, and Principal Interpreter to the Honourable the Su- 

reme Court of Judicature in Ceylon, a much respected native Chief, of ster- 
ling Christian principles ; from whom, aad from his colleague, Mr. Dias, 
another much respected native Chief, we have received many kind attentions, 
which Iam happy to have this opportunity of acknowledging. 










































GONVERSION OF A BUDHIST PRIEST. 13 





Lord of all the worlds; and believing this, it is obvious that 
there is one most true God. 

Itis, on the contrary, quite unreasonable to believe, accord- 
ing to the Budhist religion, that the existence of all these things 
is by chance ; and besides, in this respect neither is the Bud- 
hist faith any more consistent with itself than it is with right 
reason. For if it be true that the existence of all things is by 
chance, as it affirms, how then can it be that some things have 
been created, by the deities, which it also maintains ; therefore, 
that is not to be believed which is stated in the book Dharrmad- 
da Jataka, and several other books of the Budhist religion, that 

alaces, places of bliss, celestial worlds, &c. &c. have been 
created by the deities, and PY Budhu. If it be true, on the one 
hand, that these things have been created by the deities, andity 
Budhu, it cannot be true, on the other hand, that the existence 
ef all things is by chance. So that one part of the Budhist 
system contradicts another part of the same. It is easy, there- 
fore, for men of understanding to perceive, that this representa- 
tion is not a true one. 

Some, who have no understanding, will say, that if all these 
things have been created by God, has any one ever seen him ? 
Is it possible to believe in a being that was never seen? In an- 
swer to this, we say, and let our sober judgment decide on the 
propmely of the reasoning, a man does not see his own soul: 

ut is he, on that account, to believe that he has no sout ? It is 
plain and obvious that there is in man a living soul, or spirit, 
which is distinct from the body, which is invisible, and not to 
be perceived, and which exists within us wonderfully and 
mysteriously. And, if it is by our spirits, which thus so myste- 
riously exist within us, that all the actions of our bodies are 
caused to be done; consequently, it is perfectly reasonable 
and proper to believe that there is a mysterious Sacrep Spirit, 
the actuating Soul of universal nature, the invisible but Di- 
vine source of every good motion, of every good thing— 
OUR GOD! 

Who is this Sacrep Mysterious Spirit, who hath created 
all things? It is obvious to men of understanding that he is the 
Supreme Beine, all powerful most merciful, high, and gra- 
cious. It appears, from the creation of all things, that he is 
high and all-powerful; and that he is most merciful unto all, 
may be seen in that he has appointed his only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, to suffer many miseries and death, for our redemp- 
tion, who cheerfully laid down his life to raise us to his kingdom. 
Let all men adore ru1s Gop—ruis Saviour. 

There is but ene God, who created all this. It is unreason- 
able to believe, as is taught in the Budhist religion, that there 
are many deities or Gods. For if it be not the case that there 
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is one Supreme Divine Being only, who governs all things, and 
controls all events, how could the world and all things be made 
to remain in the same harmonious state ; all the various parts 
of the creation contributing as much to the general comfort as 
to the general glory and beauty of the wid If there were 
many deities presiding over the world, would there not be a 
frequent danger of interruption to the general course of events, 
from their differing opinions and jarring interests? Supposing 
the God of the sun were to refuse to let the sun shine by day; 
or the God of the moon cover that luminary with darkness by 
night, what would be the condition of mankind? Therefore, 
there are not many Gods, but one, who is the Supreme Gov- 
ernor and God of the whole world. 

As the Supreme Being is one, so ought his doctrine, and wor- 
ship, and service to be one and the same, among all his ration- 
al creatures. This is reasonable. So that the people who 
avoid the Christian religion, which is revealed by that Great 
Berne for the salvation of the whole human race, and who be- 
lieve in different other religions, by the misleadings of the devil, 
will surely suffer great miseries if they do not obtain the mercy 
of God. Let us consider, if a man is subject in this world to 
various panishments, who does nut obey the law of the sove- 
reign of his country, notwithstanding he may be at the same time 
obedient to subordinate authorities, how is it pessible to ex- 

ress the guilt, and condemnation, and punishment that will be 
in both this world and the next, upon those who adhere to re- 
ligions that are merely of human invention, and neglect and 
transgress the authorised laws of that Supreme God, who is the 
only Sovereign of both worlds! The soul of a superior is of 
the same substance as that of the inferior. The place they 
obtain in heaven is thesame. So that the same religion may 
be suitable alike to all men, whatever their nation, or language, 
or character may be. Likewise all the principal objects in the 
world are in their nature simple, single, and uncompounded. 
We have one sun and one moon; God is one, and the soul of 
man is one. Therefore, it is consistent with reason, that there 
should be one sacred reiigion for the salvation of the world, 
which is the most sacred Christianity. 

Besides, the Christian Scriptures, even the law which was giv- 
en to Moses, by God, and which Moses himself wrote and pro- 
mulgated in the world, very many ages since, from that time un- 
til this day continues invariably and unchangeably the same ; 
without change, without alteration, without corruption, without 
uncertain mixtures of superstitious tradition.. The sacred books 
of the other religions are not so. Onthecontrary, the books of 
some oi those religions were written some centuries after the 
death of the several authors of such religions. an we won- 
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der, then, at finding in those books so much error and so many 
fables? many of them so unsuitable to the purity of a Divine 
Being, and the dignity of a religion such as would become an 
immortal creature, not to say a rational creature. It is plain 
that men of understanding will not believe that those books are 
Holy Scriptures. 

Therefore, those who do not profess the Holy Christianity, 
in which there is no doubt and uncertainty, and do profess the 
other uncertain and fruitless religions, which will never bring 
them eternal salvation, are like unto those who, leaving the 
highway through which one enters into a city, are wandering 
about in the suburbs thereof, having no certain resting place ; 
and like those foolish and misguided children who call their 
nurse their mother, leaving their mother who brought theur 
into the world; and like those who distribute the fruit of a 
goodly tree among the people passing along in the road, and 
who give none to him who planted the kernal, and had taken 
care of the tree till it bare fruit; and even as those who do 
not regard the orders of their own lawful king, and submit 
themselves zealously to those of hostile kings. Such persons, 
therefore, notwithstanding they may be acquainted with all 
sciences, and may be practically perfect in all things charitable, 
and extremely liberal, will surely hereafter undergo unspeak- 
able miseries, and shall be doomed to inherit the curse of the 
foolish, the ungrateful, and the rebellious. 

And, moreover, if any person, though he may be rich to the 
extent of all his desires, and adorned with every greatness of 
family dignity, yet if he disobey the law of the,king of the 
country, he will be subject to all the punishment due to his dis- 
obedient and rebellious conduct, and will never be promoted 
to any station of honour under his Sovereign, whom he has 
offended and contemned; so, in like manner, he who profes- 
ses religion merely from temporal motives will never be pro- 
moted to the favour of God, nor be raised to enjoy the felici- 
ties of heaven. Therefore he who expects to triumph in the. 
next world, must labour more for the salvation of his soul than 
for the means of temporal life. 

It is possible that some of the natives of my country may 
imagine, that | have acquired a great fortune by submitting to 
the direction of the Sovereign of the country; yet men who 
are capable of judging on the subject will not imagine so; they 
will consider, that the fact of my having already forsaken all 
my own fortune, which was not inconsiderable, as is well 
known, is of itself a sufficient proof that | have become a 
Christian not for motives of temporal gain, but for the salva- 
tion of my soul. 
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But, my dear friends, do not think that I count myself to have 
Jost any happiness or comfort, by becoming a Christian. Even 
at present I have every thing in sufficiency and abundance ; and 
my faith in God, will, I trust, be constant till the end of my life, 
whatsoever want it shall please him that I may feel. My Lord, 
the Saviour, should he cause me to endure any need, will make 
greater my happiness in both worlds. Of this we have an in- 
stance in the Sacred Writings of the Christian religion. We 
Jearn theretrom that satan, having obtained leave from God, to 
make trial of the faith and holiness of a man whose name was 
Job, one who was very rich, and feared God daily in his mind, 
in a great degree ; satan destroyed his children, and all his 
riches, and brought upon him great bodily pains, and various 
troubles and distresses ; but his sincere faith and religious- 
ness failed him not; and as he suffered with patience and sub- 
mission, and did hold fast his integrity even unto the end of his 
trials ; the Lord bestowed upon him again double and treble of 
all his former riches and affluence, with children. Therefore, 
my friends, of intelligence, think not that it is impossible that a 
sincerely religious man should meet with troubles in this world; 
but, remember, that the eternal God our Saviour will ncver 
forsake such a man, neither in this world nor in the world 
to come. 

With respect to the bliss of a future world, the insufficient 
religion which I have by the mercy of God forsaken, gives ne 
security whatever, even to the most virtuous. For as it denies 
the existence of one Great Supreme, to whom can it djrect us 
to look for the bestowment of that bliss which the immortal 
soul pants after, when it shall have done with the cares and 
employments of this transitory life? The Budhist system of 
faith teaches that the obtaining of a happy or unhappy state 
shall not be the result of any Divine arbitration or decision 
upon our character, but that it shall be in the mere course of 
events. Where is the security for this? This is the same as 
to say, that a workman labouring without any connection with 
any master shall obtain his wages merely as the natural effect 
ef the work done. How smail an inducement would this be 
to any workman to exert himself, unless he knew the master he 
had to serve, and had full confidence that his toil would be 
certainly rewarded by him? 

in the Christian religion it is notso. There isin it both cer- 
tainty and security. It instructs and assures us, that there is in 
existence a Supreme Beine, the Lord of the worlds, who will, 
for the sake of Jesus Curist, forgive the sins of those who 
turn to him with a true faith and repentance ; and that to those 
who obey, submit, serve, and continually worship him, to the 


vend of their days, he will surely, through the merits of Christ 
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ive them as their wages happiness in heaven. Here is no 
uncertainty. It resembles the obtaining the just wages of a 
workman, who did labour upon the application and agreement 
of some one, and who therefore receives his pay accordingly. 
There is, however, this difference, that eternal life is the gitt of 
God through the merits of Jesus Christ, to unworthy workmen, 
whose labours have deserved no wages. Eee: 
Therefore, as a person who is somewhat skilled in the knowl- 
edge of precious stones, having discovered, among a great 
multitude of them, one which incomparably exceeds all others 
in beauty and value, doth, by selling all his property, purchase 
- the same, forsaking the common ones; so did I examine the 
_’ various religions, that are like the common stones, and being 
* convinced of the worthlessness thereof, while I was searching 
4 for a valuable precious stone, I met with the Rev. Messrs. 
- Twistleton, Bisset, Harvard, and Clough, exhibiting the most 
- worthy precious stone of the Christian religion, with whom 
having contended for some months concerning the same, as soon 
'. as I discovered that most worthy précious one, which they 
hold forth to be a spotless, pure, and valuable one, I threw 
away all the worthless ones, of mere nominal religions, which 
are formed on merely temporal principles, and parted with all 
' the possessions of my fortunes, which were connected with 
_ heathenism, and received that most worthy precious. stone for 
* the price of my faith. : 
wie Consequently, my dear friends, when one considers that J, 
who have acquired thousands of valuable books, and had hun- 
4 dreds of priests, over whom! presided as teacher and Chief 
_ Priest; and caused to be raised a great number of priests? cells 
and temples ; and had promoted the Budhist religion with much. 
pains and labour; that 1 have given up all those honours and 
enjoyments, regarding the same as spittle, which one throws 
away, and that | did this to become a real Christian, then surely 
every reflecting man will be led to perceive how firm are my 
convictions that the Christian religion is a most certain and 
blessed one. Therefore, my dear friends, taking me for an ex- 
ample, in this respect, it will be the duty of those who wish 
themselves to be saved, to embrace and persevere in the re- 
ligion of the true God. 












I have thus endeavoured to lay before the Christian Public 
the circumstances of this interesting conversion. It will. be 
unnecessary to trespass further upon their attention by endeav- . 
ouring to explain to them the causes which delayed the conclu- 
sion of the account until the present period. Some of these. 


will be found in the frequent uncertainties which attend com- 
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munications between India and this country. The series of 
illnesses which ultimately led to my return to England, likewise 
tended to prevent a fair copy of the account being made out 
so soon as [ had wished. This delay, however, is providental, 
as it enables me, in completing it, to bear testimony to the 
fidelity of this convert, through Divine grace, down to the 
time of my departure from ey los, kas he be kept faithful 
even unto death! Amen. 


London, Sept. 11, 1819. | W. M. Harvagp. 
DE Cee 
Scripture Wiustrated. 
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Nornine is more common than for those persons, who act un- 
der the influence of the carnal mind, and who delight ix the in- 
dulzence of sinful appetites and passions, to seek a justification 
of their conduct from the word of God. But there is one prin- 
ciple which ought never to be lost sight of in the interpretation 
of the word of God, that, whether we ascertain the precise 
meaning of the inspired writer, according to his original de- 
sign, or not, it is certain that any interpretation which gives a 
license to sin must be erroneous; because God, the author of 
sacred scripture, being holy, cannot, consistently with His na- 
ture, sancticn any thing which is unholy; and also because the 
whole drift and design of divine. revelation is to promote holi- 
ness among mankind. And therefore we ought ever to keep 
this principle in view in the interpretation of scripture, and es- 
pecially in applying it to practical purposes. 

In the passage under consideration, because it is said there is 
a “time to every purpose under heaven,” and among other 
things, ‘a time to dance,’”? some have infered the lawfulness of 
this, and other similar practices. But, whatever Solomon might 
have meant, it is certain that he could not have meant to jus- 
tify any practice incompatible with holy living. 

Before I enter immediately upon the primary meaning of the 
Wise man in this passage, pene me to observe, that we should 
always enter upon the study and examination of scripture, with 
the utmost seriousness, not with a view merely to confirm an 
opinion previously formed, or to justify a practice in which we 
may have been confirmed, but simply to ascertain the mind of 
the Holy Spirit, with a view to have our faith and practice cor- 
rect. Those who do not come to the study of scripture with a 
a mind seriously bent in the pursuit of truth, need not expect it 
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will open its treasures to them—Man should be “ serious in a 
serious cause””—and especially in a cause in which his ever- 
lasting welfare is involved—and therefore, in the investigation 
of sacred scripture, those explanations which are the drivellings 
of a light and vain mind, are to be avoided as we would avoid 
the burning lake. 
Having made these remarks on the importance of approach- 
ing the Book of God under the influence of a serious and sin- 
cere desire to know the truth, let us see whether Solomon de- 
signed, in the passage before us, to give any countenance to 
vice. Let it be observed, then, in the first place, that he de- 
signed in this Book, to shew the vanity of human life, and es- 
ecially the folly of accumulating riches at the expense of the 
awful comforts of life. Hence he says, ‘¢ There is nothing bet- 
ter than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make 
his soul enjoy good in his labour.’? And to enforce upon the rea- 
der’s mind an humble submission to the Divine Providence in 
all things, he shews:the unlimited controul which God exerciseth 
over all sublunary things, and that He amply provideth for 
man’s subsistence and comfort— For God giveth to man that 
which is good in his sight.”?. To restrain man from that anxious 
solicitude after worldly greatness, which hurries him from one 
employment to another, in order to accumulate riches, he ob- 


serves in the commencement of the poseean under consideration, 


“* To every thing there is a season, and a time to every pur- 
pose under heaven.’? The obvious meaning of which is, that 
time is the gift of God to man, and that a season is appointed for 
every work necessary for man to do; and that man, in the exer- 
cise of his free moral powers, uses time and season according to 
his own choice ; and hence to every thing that is done under the 
sun, whether it be good or bad, there is a time and a season: 
but it does not follow from this, that that time which was or- 
dained of God for the benefit of man, but is abused for wicked 
purposes, was given to man for these wicked purposes; neither 
does it follow that man is justifiable when he prostitutes this 
precious gift of God to man, time, to the indulgence of sensual 
gratification. Such an inference would be a base prostitution of 
the word of God. He has placed man in time, and given to 
him every. season, in which he may do all that is required of 
him, if he employs it with fidelity ; but many, instead of using 
time as they ought, conscientiously to the glory of God, abuse it 
to their own destruction. 

Let those who take shelter under this passage to screen them- 
selves from condemnation, and from the keen reproofs of an en- 
lightened conscience, remember that, among gle things, it is 
said, There is a time to die. And will those pleasure-takers be 
willing to go from their vain amusements tothe tomb! and 
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from thence to the bar of God! However they may strive te 
pacify the gnawings of an accusing conscience by a lax inter- 
pretation of God’s sacred word, and palliate for their immoral 
conduct by a comparison of themselves with others who are no 
better than they, when the time for death approaches, and the 
season of Judgment draws nigh, a sense of gut for the misim- 
provement of their time, will fill their souls with the keenest 
anguish. 

A very common complaint made by a certain class of people 
is, when important duties are urged upon them, that they have 
no time for their performance ; but says Solomon, There 1s a@ 
time for every purpose under the sun; and if we divide our time 
as we might, allowing so much of every twenty-four hours for 
the several duties incumbent upon us, we shall find sufficient 
time for all we ought to do: but for want of this regular ap- 

ortionment of time, we throw ourselves into confusion, and 
‘seh. from one thing to another, without bringing any thing of 
importance to pass. Dismiss, therefore, from your mind the 
idea that you have not time enough for the discharge of the du- 
ties of life, seeing God hath given you time sufficient for every 
wise and useful purpose ; for there is a “ time to plant, and a 
time to pluck up that which is planted; atime to kill, anda 
time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a 
time to keep silence, and a time to speak.”? Let every work, 
therefore, have its suitable time and place, and all that is ne- 
cessary to be done, shall be well and faithfully done. 

But let no one plead an exemption from guilt, from this pas- 
sage of holy scripture, when ‘he presumes to indulge in any 
of those vicious practices which both scripture and reason 
most obviously condemn. Cyn the midnight reveller, the bold 
blasphemer, the reeling drunkard, any more than the solemn 
trifler, or the proud self-righteous fop, each gratify himself in 
his favourite vice, and then excuse himself, because Solomon 
has said, there is a time for every purpose? Did God ordain 
time for the commission of such like abominations? As well 
might the midnight blush with the sun’s rays, as for these sons 
of darkness to illumine their path with this ray of divine light! 

In the sixteenth verse, Solomon saith, “ And moreover I saw 
under the sun, the place of judgment, that wickedness was 
there ; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.” 
And did God give man time that he might have an opportunity 
of transforming the judgment seat into a throne of Bia. eng 
How preposterous! This would be to adopt the blasphemous 
sentiment, propagated indeed by some, that all things, wicked- 
ness not excepted, are the result of an exciting agency of God 
upon the human heart. But as every part of the sacred writ- 
ings contradict such a dangerous sentiment, so the reason anfl 
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judgment of every enlightened mind must disapprove of any 
a ieee of particular passages which should lead to such a 
conclusion. The nature of God, the tendency of all his dis- 


pense tone whether of providence or grace, all unite to prove 
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is eternal abhorrence of sin, and of his invariable love of ho- 
liness. Time, therefore, was never given to man for purposes 
of wickedness. Time, which, as a great man observes, “ is a 
fragment of eternity, broken off at bot ends,” is allotted to man 
that he might improve it in preparing for a blissful an OE 
and if conscientiously improved, oe to the benevolent 
design of the giver, every. man will find sufficient for every law- 
ful purpose under heaven. This is, we conceive, what the wise 
man designed to teach. 


New-York, November 16, 1820, 


— i Cae 


The Jttributes of God Display ed. 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 


THE PROOFS OF THE BEING OF A GOD, FROM THE MANIFESTATION 
@F DESIGN THROUGH THE WHOLE OF EXTERNAL NATURE. 
‘“‘] read his awful name emblazon’d high, 
With golden letters on the illumin’d sky ; 
Nor less the mystic characters | see 
Wrought in each flower, inscribed on every tree! 


In every creature own his forming power, 
. In each event his providence adore.”’ 


Surnvey this beautiful and magnificent system, this various and 
immense world, contemplate the azure vault of heaven, and its 
resplendent, and, to appearance numberless orbs, rolling with 
the most regular yet diversified motions; behold the sun ap- 
pointed to rule the day, and the moon and the stars to rule the 
night. The different parts of the planetary system are placed 
at such convenient distances from the great fountain of vital 
warmth, and of exhilarating light, as to be destroyed neither by 
heat nor by cold; neither to be overwhelmed by effulgence, 
nor to be involved in darkness. Our earth is encompassed 
with an atmosphere so wonderfully contrived, as at once to sup- 
port clouds for fertilizing rains, to afford winds for refreshment, 
the expulsion of noxious vapours, and navigation; to furnish 
vital breath’to animals, to convey sound, and to transmit the 
tays of light. Seas and oceans, supplying vapours for the hu- 
mid stores of the clouds, and for the sources of rivers, expand 
their liquid surface to facilitate the intercourse of men, and teem 
with inhabitants, subservient to their nourishment or their pleas- 
ure. The climates ef the earth, though agreeably diversified, 
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are nevertheless respectively provided with just proportions of 
day and of night, of summer and winter, and the other changes 
of season. The face of the globe is exquisitely adorned with 
the various and inimitable beauties of flowers, and plants, and 
trees, and with that verdant attire, which is, in spring, so pecu- 
liarly cheering and animating. 


‘*Lo! here thy wondrous skill arrays 
The earth in cheerful green ; 
A thousand herbs thy art displays, 
A thousand flowers between.” 

These beauties acquire fresh lustre from the diversity of the 
situations in which they are exhibited, from the contrast of hill 
and valley, lawn and forest, and all that rich variety of prospect 
which so often arrests the eye and exalts the soul. These ele- 
ments of earth, air, and water, abound with animals, as different 
in species as they are infinite in multiplication, all employed in 
the pursuit and enjoyment of pleasures adapted to their respec- 
tive natures and circumstances ; and though the individuals are 
constantly perishing, succession is continually maintained, and 
the species remain, on the whole, entire and undiminished. 
Who then can behold this vast system of the universe without a 
high degree of admiration, mixed with awe and reverence to the 
Supreme Being. 

és aus glories blaze all nature round, 
nd strike the wondering sight, 


Through skies, and seas, and solid ground, 
With terror and delight.” 


From the greatest to the least object that we behold, from the 
Grient star that glitters in the heavens, to the insect that creeps 
upon the ground, from the awful thunder that rolls in the skies, 
to the flower that flourishes in the field, all things testify a pro- 
found and mysterious wisdom, a mighty and all-powerful hand, 
before which we must tremble and adore. 

*‘ Infinite strength and equal skill 
Shine through thy works abroad ; 


Our souls with vast amazement fill, 
And speak the builder God.” 


We are surrounded with astonishing magnificence on every 


hand. We walk through the earth as through the apartments of | 


a splendid palace, which ought to fill every spectator with won- 
der and delight. All the works which our power can erect, all 
the ornaments which human art can contrive, aré feeble and 
trifling in comparison with those glories which nature every 
where presents to our view. The immense arch of the heavens, 
the splendour of the sun in his meridian brightness, or the beauty 
of his rising and setting hours, the rich landscape of the fields, 
and the boundless expanse of the ocean, are scenes which 
mock every rival attempt of human skill and labour. 
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. « Thy hand how wide it spreads the sky, 
How glorious to behold ! 

Ting’d with a blue of heavenly dye, 
Aad star’d with spangling gold.” 


Nor is it only in the splendid appearances of nature, but 
amidst its rudest forms, that we trace the hand of the Divinity. 
In the solitary desert and the lofty mountain, the roaring torrent, 
and the aged forest; though there be nothing to cheer, there is 
much to strike the mind with awe and reverence, to give rise to 
those solemn and sublime sensations which elevate the heart to 
an Almighty, All-creating Power. 


“There the rough Mountains ofthe deep, 
Obey thy strong command ; 

Thy breath can raise the billows steep, 
Or sink them to the sand.” 


In short, we can no where cast our eyes around us, without 
what is sufficient to awaken us to a reverence of the Deity. 
This reverence becomes the more profound, that the Great Be- 
ing who is the object of it, isto us invisible, and, in certain 
senses, unknown. We may seek to discover him, but he hides 
himself from us, (Job xxiii. 8,9.) We know that he is not far 
from every one of us, yet he shrouds himself in the darkness of 
his pavilion; he answereth from the secret place of thunder, 
(Psalm Ixxxi. 7.) Before this incomprehensible Being, this 
God terrible and strong, we become in a manner annihilated ; 
we feel the contrast, and “rejoice with trembling.” For we 
know that the mighty arm which upholds the universe, and which 
surrounds us with wonders on every side, can in a moment crush 
us to dust, if we become objects of displeasure to heaven. Aw- 
ful are the operations of the Divine power, which we are con- 
stantly beholding in the moral as well as in the natural world. 
The Almighty rules among the nations as well as over individ- 
uals; on his pleasure depend all the great revolutions of the 
earth ; the interpositions of his providence are frequently ap- 
parent to the world, in bringing down the mighty, and raising 
up the fallen. Both the law andthe gospel, the works of na- 
ture and the conduct of Providence, unite in uttering that 
solemn voice which ought frequently to resound in our ears: 
‘Be still and know that | am God; 1 will be exalted among the 
heathen ;I will be exalted in the earth. Give unto the Lord 
the glory due untohis name. Which doeth great things and un- 
searchable; marvellous things without number.”” The more 
philosophy has enlarged our views of nature, the more it has 
been discovered that, throughout the whole creation, there is 
no useless profusion of magnificence, but that every thing has 
been rendered subservient to the welfare of the world. Insen- 
sible must that heart be which feels no gratitude to that Sublime 
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Being who has brought him forth to enjoy this wonderful scene. 
In this vast system of the universe, there are many things be- 
yond our comprehension. As yet, perhaps, we see no more 
than the rise of the Divine Government, the beginning of a 
great plan, which is not to be completed until the courses of ages 
shallend. Presume not, therefore, to exalt thy weak reason 
against the revelations of heaven. Think with awe, and speak 
with caution, of what is so much above thee. Wait till events 
are unfolded; submit and adore! Let no voice be heard fronua 
thee but this, ‘“‘ Thou hast made me, O God, and I am thine: 
for in thee I live, and move, and have my being. Wherever 
thou commandest me to go, I follow. Whatever thou appoint- 
est me to suffer, I bear without a murmur. It is my part to per- 
severe in duty, the rest I leave to thee, whose wisdom I revere 
whose goodness I have so often experienced, in whom, there- 
fore, I repose implicit trust, that al! shall end well, and the 
righteous be made finally happy.” 


Thus all natureloudly proclaims the being of aGod. ‘ The 


heavens declare his glory, and the firmament sheweth his handy 
work.’’? The African in his kraal, and the Indian in his desert, 
as well as the Grecian sage, and the Roman conqueror, adored 
each, after their own mode, a Sovereign of the Uuiverse.— 
Having thus taken a view of the Great Creator's works, and 
finding every part of them admirably contrived, and of exqui- 
site workmanship, and all of them demonstrating his infinite 
wisdom and power, let them serve as so many arguments exciting 
us to the constant fear of God, and to a steady obedience to 
his laws. ‘ Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and 
all deeps, fires and hail, snow and vapours, stormy wind ful- 
filling his word ; mountains, and all hills ; fruitful trees, and all 
cedars; beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying 
fowl; kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all the 
judges of the earth; both young men and maidens, old men and 
children: let them praise the name of the Lord; for his name 
alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.” 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 


memMOIR OF CHARLES NEwmMAN, WHO DIED AT Brussexs, Ave, 
13, 1816.—Byr H. c. 


Cuartes Newman, the subject of the following memoir, was 
from his childhood violent in his temper, and passionate in the 
extreme ; and on the slightest, or even without any provoca 
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tion, he would throw knives or any offensive weapon at his 
sisters, who were obliged to flee from one who would not be 
restrained by parental discipline—this evil disposition appears 
to have grown with him. For a short time he learned the 
trade of a cabinet-maker, which was abandoned ‘or the navy, 
in which a midshipman’s birth was procured for him. He 
also filled the office of Captain’s clerk, but was in one period 
of his service degraded from his rank, and turned before the 
mast, his impetuous temper having led him to challenge a 
superior officer. He was, however, replaced, and continued 
in the navy, until ill health obliged him to abandon that 
profession. 

His character while a sailor, was that of a man, amongst 
wicked men, eminently wicked; so grossly profane and licen- 
tious was his general conversation, to such a bad eminence 
had he attained, that if any expression or oath was heard in 
the ship more than ordinarily blasphemous and offensive to 
religion, decency and morality, it was usual for the men to 
say, ‘ That isa Newman?’ In poetry of the lighter class, and 
books of idle amusement, he was well! read; and having a 
good memory, he could bring forward, as occasion suited, what 
he had read, for the entertainment of his companions. He 
sung well, and once wrote down the first lines of 200 songs, 
with which he was acquainted, and had been accustomed to 
sing at the convivial parties. 

While pursuing this course of life, he was several times at- 
tacked by indisposition of a pulmonary nature—warnings 
meant in mercy, but long slighted. While confined to his 
hammock by one such attack, to pass away the time he repeat- 
ed a poem of 1000 lines, which was so well remembered, that 
he believed he did not miss or misplace a single word. His 
complaint increasing, he was compelled to leave the ship, and 
return to his mother, who then lived in Seymour-Place, Craw- 
ford-Street, London. During his absence, she, with one of 
her daughters, had become serious, and were joined to the 
Methodist Society,—a change in them by no means. agreeable 
to him. His health rapidly declining, the leader, in whose 
class his sister met, was desired to visit him, which he did; he 
found him awakened to a sense of his danger. ‘The reading a 
volume of Mr. Wesley’s life, and the preaching of Mr. Robert 
Newton, had been, under Divine influence, the means of shew- 
ing him his need of salvation, and the way. in which it could 
alone be found. From this time, the leader visited him often ; 
and not a long period elapsed, when, after a season of prayer, 
one Sunday afternoon, the sinner found salvation through faith 
in a crucified Saviour. His burden fell off, and the sorrow he 


had longfelt on account of sin, was exchanged for the peace 
Vor. IV. 
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which passeth all understanding, and the joy which is unspeak- 
able and full of glory. 3 

He continued Facr necaitilly happy, having the clearest evi- 
dence of his acceptance with God. He could with truth say, 
‘“‘ Lord, though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and now thou comfortest me.” In a most extraordinary 
manner his filthy memory was cleansed; the idle and profane 
songs in which he once delighted, and which had grieved him 
sore while seeking salvation, were all swept away ; and in their 
stead, hymns of praise dwelt on his lips; and the gladness of 
those who are anointed of the Lord, filled his heart. With 
great thankfulness he acknowledged the goodness of the Lord 
in this respect, and often said, all he once prided himself in re- 
membering, was, with his sins, blotted out, he hoped for ever. 
Though between 20 and 30 years old, he had never been 
baptized ; and it was his ardent wish publicly to make a profes- 
sion of his faith in Christ, and receive that sacrament which is 
the outward and visible sign of the inward and spiritual grace 
of which he was happily the partaker. After previous con- 
versation with him, and being fully convinced of his meetness, 
Mr. Joseph Entwisle, on the morning of Sunday, the 26th of 
February, 1815, admitted him, by baptism, into the visible 
church of the Redeemer. Weak and exhausted as he was, 
appearing like one who had not many days to live, he wished 
much to tell the crowded congregation who were assembled, 
what great things the Lord had done for him; but his voice 
failed him, and it was deemed expedient that he should desist, 
lest in the attempt, life’s brittle thread should break. In the 
afternoon, however, he drew up the following brief statement, 
which, after evening service, Mr. Eutwisle read from the pulpit 
of Hinde-Street Chapel. 


Newman’s STATEMENT. 


The person baptized here this morning, being prevented 
by indisposition from speaking more fully on the subject of 
his conversion, requests the reading of the following state- 
ment. 

“ Just previous to my leaving the navy. my life was in immi- 
nent danger from an inflemmation of the lungs; and I am cer- 
tain, had ‘I died at that time, I should have lifted up my eyes in 
torment, as | had not the fear of God hefore my eyes. nor the 
least concern for‘my soul. But it pleased the God of grace 
and mercy to raise me up, and give me longer time for repent- 
ance ; and glory be to his name, the end is answered, and | am 
saved. On returning home, | found my mother and sister were 
become Methodists; their manner was new to me, and not 
altogether agreeable ; 1 knew not why, but now | know, the 
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carnal mind is enmity against God. Ina dissipated way, I took 
up a volume of the life of Wesley; its novelty engaged me ; 
1 read it with attention, and I felt it a duty to seek the favour of 
God. 1! began by setting my face against a known sin—a right 
eye—and praying for grace and mercy, trusting these good 
endeavours would find favour. But hearing a sermon by Mr. 
Newton, on the “ chief corner stone,”’ I found I had built upon 
the sand. I now began to ask in the all prevailing name of 
Jesus Christ, and was shortly answered; my besetting sin was 
taken from me, but looking back exultingly, it returned. This 
hurt me so much, that I left off prayer, conceiving myself un- 
worthy to be heard. Still reading Mr. Wesley’s life, 1 began 
again praying earnestly for faith in Jesus. I left off asking for 
health or any other earthly thing. Being fully intent on my 
salvation, f was exceedingly depressed in spirit, mourning all 
day, and at night watering my pillow with my tears. My sister 
wished me to see Mr. Clarke, her class-leader, and I bless God 
for my acquaintance with him. He exhorted me to pray for a 
manifestation of God’s pardoning mercy, and for that alone; a 
fortnight after this, he prayed with me ina most fervent manner, 
and took leave of me. Immediately I felt a sensation not to 
be described; with hurried step | paced the room, bursting 
into a flood of tears; hut they were sweet tears of joy, and 
such as | had never shed. I cried out, ‘ My God, is not this 
the blessing | have been so long seeking.” | felt it was: ! was 
filled with peace and joy in believing; some doubts returned, 
and-I asked a farther manifestation ; but, (as it were casually,) 

opening the bible on “* The fearful and unbelieving shall have 
their part in the lake that burneih with fire and brimstone,” 
Rev. xxi. 8, and instantly on Isaiah vii. 12, “ But Ahaz said, I 
will not ask a sign, neither will | tempt the Lord; I relin- 
quished it immediately as asin. Since this period I have had 
many temptations ; but I know that my Redeemer liveth, that 

God is with me, and that nothing shall prevail against me. 

** Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me b!-ss his 


holy name.” C. Newman. 
(To be Continued.) 
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Religions and Missionary Intelligence. 
ba —— 4 
For the Methodist Magazine. 


Short Sketches of revivals of Religion among the Methodists in 
the Western Country. 


No. 3. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN THE 
WESTERN COUNTRY, GENERALLY. 


1797. Conference was held this year the Ist of May, at 
Bethel School, a large three story brick building built by Mr. 
Poythress, on the bank of the Kentucky, in Jessamine county. 
It is like now to go todecay. Mr. P. had used great exertions 
to accomplish the undertaking, but being old and infirm, and 
censured by some for the ineligibility of the situation, and the 
expense of the building, being a man of integrity and very nice 
feeling, the most serious consequences resulted. It willever be 
found a vain attempt to estabiish colleges, such as Cokesbury 
and Bethel, unless there be a town or settlement, not only of the 
religious, but of citizens capable of duly appreciating the advan- 


tages of such an institution. 


Nos. in Society. 
Whites. Col. 


1797. Kentucky, John Kobler, Presiding Elder. 
Francis Poythress, supernumerary. 





Limestone circuit, Aquilla Jones, 416 8 
Lexington Benjamin Lakin, _ 274 14 
Hinkston --— John Page, 325 10 


Danville -——— Jer. Lawson, Tho. Allen, 409 16 

Salt River —— H. Smith, Wm. Kavanaugh, 226 5 
Cumberland —--. Thomas Wilkerson, Shelb 

Obadiah Strange, my 

The circuits were reduced to their former bounds. ~ 











1740 53 
Cumberland, 201 26 
In Tennessee, Green, 333 16 
he 534 42 
1798. Kentucky, Valentine Cook, Presiding Elder. 

Limestone circuit, Jeremiah Lawson, 428 12 
Lexington John Buxton, - 249 16 

Hinkston ———<—- John Watson, 342 





Carried forward 1019 28 

















Brought forward, 


§ 





Danville —— Robert Wilkerson, 
Salt-River . 
& Shelby John Page 


Cumberland, 


Ss ‘ 
Tennessee, Green, 


1799. Kentucky and N. W Territory, Francis 
Poythress, Presiding Elder. 

Limestone, John Buxton, ) 
Lexington, John Watson, 

Hiakston, John Kobler, 

Danville, Wm. Burke, — { 
Cumberland, John Page, | 

Green, Wao. Lambeth, ) 

Miami, N. W. Territory, Henry Smith, 


Tennessee, 


Conference was held this year at Bethel Acad- 
emy, Ist of May. 
1800. No Presiding Elder this year. 
Limestone circuit, William Algood, 








Lexington Thomas Allen, 
Hinkston William Burke, 
Danville -—— MHez. Harriman, 


Salt-River? ——_ John Sale, 
& Shelby ~ Jonathan Kidwell, 
Tennessee, gia Wm Lambeth, 
reen, James Hunier, 
N. W. Territory, Scioto, Henry Smith, 
Miami, 
Natchez, 


1801. Wm. M‘Kendree, P. E. Kentucky and N. W. 


-Territory. 
Scioto & Miami, Henry Smith, ) 
Limestone, Benjamin Lakin, 
Hinkston & 2 Wm. Burke, Th. Wilkerson, 
—— Lewis Hunt, 
Danville, Hezekiah Harriman 


& Shelby, John Sale, William Marsh, ] 


Amount carried forward. 


Cumberland —— John Kubier, Wm. Burke, 
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Nos. in Society. 
Whites. Col. 
1019 28 
296 13 
23 10 
1338 51 
528 52 
1866 103 
1672 65 
580 51 
2252 116 
1626 115 
681 62 
157 1 
98 =k 
60 
2622 179 
1626 115 
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Nos. in Society. 
Whites. 1, 


Brought forward 1626 115 


Cumberland, f Benjamis iene 
’ 681 62 


Tennessee, — Samuel Douthett, 
: Ezek. Burdine, 
N. Western Territory, 364 2 
Natchez, 80 





There was no return from Kentucky and Ten- 2751 179 
nessee this year, that of the last year was 


taken. 


We have now brought up an authenticated sketch of the 
rise and progress of Methodism to the period of the com- 
mencement of the great revival of religion in Kentucky and 
Tennessee. ‘The number in society, in Europe and America, 


now were, 


In Evrope 109,961 
In Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and the West-Indies, 13,667 
In the United States and Canada, 72,874 





Total 196,502 
For this year the Conference was held in Tennessee, at Eben- 


ezer, Oct. Ist. 

In 1802, Kentucky, Tennessee, and the N. W. Territory, 
assumed the title of the ** Western Conference.”’ In this Con- 
ference, in 1810, the following is a correct view of the progress 
of Methodism in the Western Country, within the space of about 


eight years. 








1810. WESTERN CONFERENCE. 
’ ; ; Whites. Cot 
Holstein District. — < bac 
Holstein circuit, 364 20 Barren 571 20 
Watauga — 170 31 Roaring River 419 49 
Nollichuckie 449 18 Livingston 388 39 
French-Broad 442 $31 Hartford 210 9 
Clinch 642 42 Duck-River 237 12 
Powell’s Valley 239 26 Eik 198 29 
Teanessee Valley 375 6 Dixon 687 85 
Carter’s Valley 206 19 Henderson 147 18 
Flint 175 4 
2887 i193 

2. Cumberland District. 4378 398 

Nashville 982 133 v 
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, . Whites. Col. 
3. Kentucky District. | Silver-Creek 934. 1 
Limestone 500 58 Cape Girardeau ae 63 
Licking 242 14 Vincennes 42 1 
Lexington 700 53 
Danville 654 44 1692 9 
Salt-River 315 9 6. Miami District. 
Shelby 600 78 Cincinnati 818 $3 
Green-River 484 33 Mad-River 826 
Wayne 394 13 Scioto 744 
Cumberland 114. 4 Deer-Creek (Chilli- 
Hinkston 818 66 cothe) 784 17 
Fleming 692 26 Hockhocking 818 3 
White-Oak 766 1 
5513 404 ~. 
4, Mississipp District. - 4756 28 
Natchez 65 52 7. Muskingum District. 
Washata & chy Fairfield 579 6 
Appalousas Wills-Creek 202 
Wilkinson 77. = «5 West Wheeling 806 4 
Claiborne 91 40 Marietta 149 
Littie Kenawha 376 §=5 
263 97 Guiandott 60 
5. Indiana District. Leading Creek 100 
Illinois 354 3 —_ 
Missouri 102 | 2271 15 
Maramack 354 — 
Cold. Water 75 Total 21,760 1144 
White- Water 479 5 


‘«¢ Lord thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 
formed the earth, and the world, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting thou art God!” What hath he wrought! 

~The Western Conferences were held alternately in Ohio, 
Keatucky, and Teinessee. . | 

Lewis Hust, a very useful young preacher, died 8th Decem- 
ber, 1801.—See Minutes page 288. A few minutes before he 
expired, looking at the blood settling under his nails, he ex- 
claiined, ** 1 have no more doubt of my salvation, than I have 
that I yet exisi,”” and died away with a smile. 

Tobias Gibson, a native of South-Carolina, born in Liberty 
county, on Great Pee-Dee, November 10, 1771. He was ad- 
mitted on trial in 1792, and filled the following stations :— 
Bu-i-River 1792, Santee 1793, Union 1794, Holstein 1795, 
Existo 1796, Santee 1797, Charleston 1798, Anson 1799, Mis- 
Slouary to the Natchez 1800, 1801, 1802, 1803, 1804. The 
Sth day of April, 1804, he died at the Natchez, Claiborne 
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County. And what shall we say of this good man? what mo- 
tive was it that induced him to travel and labour, and suffer so 
much and so long: he had a small patrimony of his own, that 
improved, might have yielded him support: the promise of 64 
dollars per annum, or two thirds, or the half of that sum, just 
as the quarterly collections might be made in the circuits, 
could not be an object with him. His person and manners 
were soft, affectionate and agreeable. His life was a life of 
devotion toGod. He was greatly given to reading, meditation 
and prayer. He very early began to feel such exertions, and 
exposures and changes the first Methodist Missionaries had 
to go through in spreading the gospel in South Carolina and 
Georgia, preaching day and night: his feeble body began to 
fail and he appeared to be superanuated, a few years before he 
went to the Natchez Country. It is reported that when he found 
his difficulties, after travelling 600 miles to Cumberland, he took 
a canoe and put his saddle and equipage on board, and paddled 
himself out of Cumberland into the QOhio-river, and took his 

assage 6 or 800 miles in the meanders of the Great-River : 
what he met with on his passage is not known ; whether he 
went in his own vessel, or was takenup by some other boats, 
but he arrived safe at his port. Afterwards it was reported to 
to the conference that he said he was taken up by a boat. 
Four times he passed through the wilderness, a journey of 600 
miles, amidst Indian nations, and guides, in his land passages 
from the Cumberland settlement to the Natchez. He continued 
upon his station till he had relief sent him from the Western 
conference, where he came and solicited help in his own per- 
son and in the habit of a very sick man. 

A correspondent wites, ‘‘ he preached his last sermon upon 
New-years day 1804, that it was blessed to many that heard 
him; that he visited him in his sickness, that Tobias Gib- 
son said he was not afraid to die, and appeared to wish for 
the hour. ‘That he was a pattern of patience, humility and 
devotion through his life and death at the Natchez. That 
the fruits of his labours are visible to this day. That he was 
greatly esteemed by the people of God, and respected and re- 
vered in some degree by the people of the world, as a Chris- 
tian and a minister. When Elijah was taken away there was 
an Elisha ; we have two valuable men that will supply his place; 
but still Gibson opened the way ; like a Brainard he laboured 
and fainted not, nor dared to leave his station till death gave 
him an honourable discharge. The writer of tnese memoirs 
has been larger than usual to shew the modern preachers how 
some of their elder brethren have laboured and suffered, and 
how extensively they have travelled, that they may see how 
ancient fields and vineyards, now delightful and fruitful spots, 

















AMONG THE METHODISTS IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 33 


were won by the sword of the Lord and Gideon, and think of 
their brethren lodged upon the cold ground, exposed to sav- 
ages! the want of water, food, sleep and friends ; to pass hills, 
vales, mountains, rivers and rocks, for a man to take down his 
bag of corn for his bed, artd his saddle for his pillow; not 
knowing but he may feel the Indian death blow, or hear the dy- 
ing groans of one of his fellow travellers, or be himself the vic- 
tim. Thanks be to the Most High, that’ hath now stilled the 
heathen round about! Hark, as if we heard the voice of Tobias 
Gibson, crying in the wilderness between Cumberland and 
Natchez, a voice of prayer, preaching, exhortation and praise ! 
but Oh! now in heavenly songs, he joe to praise the Eternal 
Trinity, in Eternal Unity, in the land of rest, the saint’s delight, 
the heaven prepared for all feithful, holy preachers and 
eople. : 
. The author of these memoirs thought he had gone far in the 
character and praise of Tobias Gibson: but by appealing to 
the yearly conference in South-Carolina; some of the elders 
present thought it was far too low, that Tobias Gibson did for 
many years preach, profess, possess and practice christian per- 
fection. And that those that were acquainted with him, must be 
impressed with his depth of piety; that infidelity itself would 
stagger before such an holy living and loving devoted man of 
God. 

Wicson Leg, a native of Sussex County, Delaware; born 
November 1761. He came into the line of travelling preach- 
ers in the year 1784, and was stationed in the following cir- 
cuits. Alleghany 1784. Redstone 1785. Talbot,1786. Ken- 
tucky 1787. Danville 1788. Lexington 1789. Cumberland, 
Tennessee, 1790. Salt-River 1791. Danville 1792. Salem, 
Jersey 1793. New-London 1794. New-York 1795. Philadel- 
phia 1796, 1797, 1798. Montgomery 1799. Supernumerary 
Montgomery 1800. Baltimore district 1801, 1802, 1803. S:ck 
and superanuated 1804. As we are not in the hahit of printing 
funcral sermons for our preachers, it becomes necéssary that 
we should lengthen the memoirs of the death of those that 
have served the church so long and so faithfully. In so doing 
we may see how extensively they laboured on the western 
extremities, and in great danger of their lives ; also the difficul- 
ties of accommodations in the early settlement of the country. 
Wilson Lee was very correct inthe ceconomy and the disci- 
pline of himself and others, as an elder, and a_ presiding elder; 
he shewed himself a workman that needeth not to be ashamed ; 
as those that laboured with him will witness, and those that were 
under his pastoral charge. ‘The district prospered under his 
administration, and a gracious revival has had a beginning and 
ai pe aa Wilson Lee professed the justifying ang 
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sanctifying grace ofGod. He was neat in his dress, affable in 
his manners, fervent in his spirit, energetic in his ministry, and 
his discourses were fitted to the cases and characters of his 
hearers. From constitution he was very slender, but zeal, zeal 
for the Lord, would urge him on to surprising constancy and 
great labours. It was thought that the charge of such an im- 
portant district, and the labour consequent upon it, hastened his 
death ; but a judicious friend observed that he had a call to visit 
a dying brother on the west side of the Alleghany mountains, 
that the change of weather and some other circumstances of his 
exposing himself, gave him his finishing stroke. In April 1804 
hie was taken while in prayer with a sick person, with a heavy 
discharge of blood from his lungs. At his death a blood vessel 
of some magnitude was sapposed to break, so that he was in 
a manner suffocated with his own blood ina few minutes. 
He died at Walter Worthington’s, Ann-Arundel County, Mary- 
land, October 11, 1804. 

Wilson Lee’s last resource was to have tried the southern 
climate, but he rests not only from his labours, but his sufferings, 
and is gone a little beiore his brethren: may we follow him as 
he followed Christ, that we may sit together in glory. As te 
human honour, ease or interest, he cheerfully gave up all these 
for Christ, his cause and his cross, to meet the kingdom and the 
crown. 

As he died so suddenly and in such a manner, we had not his 
last words as some have given who have hada deliberate depar- 
ture from time toeternity. Yet we may add, although our faith- 
ful, laborious and successful brother has left us, we are happy 
to say, after full trial, he has immortalized his ministerial, chris- 
tian and itinerant character ;—many have done gloriously, in 
making generous and great sacrifices for the church of God and 
the prosperity of Zion; and among these we must and will 

lace oursuffering, pious and dedicated Brother, who did actu- 
ally cast his all into the treasury. 

His labours and his life at once laid down together; he has 
fought the good fight, finished his course, and kept the faith ; 
and we may with all kind of confidence, say to his brethren in 
the ministry, and in the church, follow him as he followed 
Christ ; until we meet on Mount Zion, and help in swelling the 
triumph of free grace. 

It may be truly said that Wilson Lee hazarded his life upon 
all the frontier stations he filled, from the Monongahela to the 
banks of the Ohio, Kentucky, Salt-River, Green-River, Great- 
barrens, and Cumberland-River: in which stations there were 
great savage cruelty and frequent deaths. He had to ride from 
station to station, and from fort to fort ; sometimes with, and at 
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other times without a guard, as the inhabitants at those places 


and periods can witness. ee 
The Rev. Francis Poyruress, died about this time. 
Tueopnitus ARMENIUS. 


Feb. 16, 1820. 


ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GUD IN EDISTO DISTRICT, SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 


To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear Brotuer, 


Wuite you receive from various quarters, pleasing ac- 
counts of the work of God, I send you some fragments from 
this district for insertion in your Miscellany. 

We have some pleasing prospects in various parts. I will 
give you a sketch of several Camp Meetings held among us the 
summer past. One commenced on the 29th of June, at Green 
Pond, Orangeburgh Circuit, about 50 miles from Charleston. 
Though the weather was cloudy, and the business of the farm- 
ers urgefit, yet we had an encouraging company for that part of 
the country. On Friday afternoon, we received sensible dis- 
plays of the influence of divine grace, which continued, with 
ittle intermission, until Monday morning following, when, {rom 
the best information we could obtain, about thirty professed to 
have received a saving change. Here were about one hundred 
and twenty-five carriages of all kinds, fifty tents containing about 
eight hundred persons, one thousand and five hundred hearers, 
on the sabbath, and fourteen preachers. ‘The good behaviour 
of the people was remarkable : there appeared no occasion 
for one reproof. 

The next commenced on Friday the fourteenth of July, in 
Cooper River circuit, near Scuffle town, about fifty miles north 
from Charleston. They never had one there before. and ap- 
peared ak cipes with its nature, in all its parts. . The Lord 
was graciously pleased to own our labours among them. And 
though there were not many converted, yet there is reason to 
believe, that opposition to vital religion was in a great degree 
removed. The behaviour of the people, measurably accorded 
with the solemnity of the occasion. I learn that some of the 
citizens of a neighbouring Village, and who are members of 
another church, generously geal to build us a meeting house 
upon the spot. 

The next came on the twenty-seventh of July, at Sadler 
Swamp, Orangeburgh circuit, about ninety miles above Charles- 
ton, and nine or ten from Orangeburgh, and continued to the 
thirty-first. There were «bout one hundred and ninety-five 
carriages of all kinds, ninety-five tents, containing about one 
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thousand three hundred people. On the sabbath, three thous- 
and hearers, and fourteen preachers ; one of whom is of the 
Lutheran church, and who joined with us in our ministerial la- 
bours. This was rather a time of strengthening of the things 
which remained among professors, than of conversion of sin- 
ners to God. On comparing the conduct of this large con- 
course of people, with that at former Camp Meetings here, we 
are authorised to say, that they have improved in their manners, 
though there is stillroom for amendment. About twenty ap- 
peared to be hopefully converted to God. 

Our fourth began on the third of August, at Elkins, in Con- 
garee circuit, about twenty miles from Columbia, the seat of 
government in South Carolina, and closed on the seventh. It 
rained from beginning to end, with little intermission. There 
were about eighteen tents, two hundred and fifty tenters, eight 
hundred hearers on the sabbath, ten preachers, and perhaps 
fifteen converts ; of these, three were converted before asermon 
was preached. In Camden, about sixteen miles distance from 
this, a gracious revival had taken place, chiefly amon Toure 
people ; many of them came in the spirit of prayer, ind id not 
wait, either for the rain to cease or for preaching to begin, but 
immediately commenced praying, and seemed to pass the time 
as pleasant as if the weather had been fair, and every thing 
commodious. ‘They verified the language of the poet. | 

“* Thy presence makes my paradise, 
And where thou art is heaven.” 

J would here remark, that whatever degree of misconduct 
was noticed at either of these two last meetings, it was connected 
with their having made use too freely of ardent spirits. 

I think I may safely say, that in several parts of this district, 
religion is gaining ground ; but in consequence of the sickness 
of five or six of the preachers, and two or three dangerously ill, 
we have hard toiling to svpply the appointments. At the quar- 
terly and sacramental meetings, | find the Lord peculiarly pres- 
ent. While the Lord is on our side, we shall prosper. Close 
by his side still may we keep. 

Your brother in gospel bonds. 
LEWIS MYERS. 


Edisto District, South-Carolina, September 1, 1820. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM R. L. EDWARDS TO THE EDITORS, 
DATED ocT. 15, 1820. 


Dear BretuReN, 


Ir you think proper, please to insert the following in 
the Methodist Muguzine. 
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At our last Annual Conference I suggested to the Superin- 
tendency, that in the neighbourhood of Bush-River circuit, 
there were many places destitute of the gospel, and that, by al- 
tering the circuit, those places might be supplied. {It was ac- 
cordingly done—and it fell to my lot to labour on this circuit. 
At first, the prospect appeared somewhat gloomy, having an 
extent of territory of about three thousand square miles to range 
through, including a few small societies, some distance from 
each other. Most of the other professors were of the Baptist 
order ; but the great proportion of the people made no preten- 
tions at all to religion. 

Into this field | entered in the name of the Lord ; and blessed 
be his holy name, the scene is somewhat changed for the bet- 
ter; for in many of those barren places we have witnessed the 
outpourings of the spirit, and 1 may say that hundreds have 
been brought from darkness to light, and several societies 
have been formed; many of the old professors are quickencd, 
and encouraged to a more vigorous discharge of their duty. 
Thus we have been greatly blessed of the Lord, and the pros- 
pect brightens before us. 

The means used to effect this change have been the faithful 
preaching of God’s word, fasting and prayer, both public and 
private. In addition to the regular fasts on the Fridays previous 
to each quarterly meeting. other days have been observed as 
diys of fasting and prayer: one in particular, | will take the lib- 
erty of mentioning. On my way to a quarterly meeting, I met 
with a small society who were engaged in a prayer meeting on 
one of their days of fasting ; and this was the commencement of 
a gracious work of God among them. Several of their children 
and neighbours were happily converted to God ; and the work 
is still progressing in that place. Such indeed was the display 
of God’s power among the people, that it was thought by many 
to. he the greatest work ever known in that quarter. The 
ensuin: quarterly meeting was attended with great good to 
the souls of the people. 

At a camp meeting, which closed the second instant, the Lord 
wrought mightily among the people ; so that upon a moderate 
calculation, it was estimated that upwards of one hundred 
found peace with God through faith in Jesus Christ : Indeed, 
both preachers and people caught the flame of divine love. 
We have some opposition, but not more than might be expected 
from the present state of society. The subjects of this work 
have been generally of respectable families, and with few ex- 
ceptions, bave so far remained stedfast in the faith. It is there- 
fore hoped that they will exert a salutary influence upon others. 
my God carry on his gracious work in this, and in every oth- 
er place. 














38 AN EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE WESLEYAN 


STATE OF RELIGION IN ASIA. 


An extract from “The Report of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society of 1819.” 


Cryton.—The accounts from Ceylon continue to afford the 
greatest satisfaction to the Committee, and to encourage the 
best hopes. An interesting view of the state of the Mission 
in the South or Cingalese division of the island is contained in 
a recent letter from Mr. Fox. 

‘* 1am happy to say, that the more I know of this Mission, 
the more I am convinced that there never was, for the time, a 
more extensively successtul Mission to the heathen, nor. one 
more likely to secure lasting good. As some of my subse- 
quent communications, and those of my brethren may be a 
little obscure from an imperfect knowledge of the geographi- 
cal situation of the different stations, I shall give a general 
outline of them. Our most southerly station in the Cingalese 
parts of the island is Matura. It is ahundred miles S. E. af 
Colombo. The Matura circuit extends five or six miles (be- 
yond which the country is thinly peopled or uninhabited) to- 
wards Batticaloa. This station extends west on the Galle 
road fourteen miles. -In the Matura circuit are fourteen places 
to which the brethren itinerate regularly, and in most of these 
children are instructed daily. There are other places occasion- 
ally visited. The whole number of children instructed on the 
Matura station, is 779. ‘The Galle station extends four miles 
eastward on the Matura road, leaving a chasm between the two 
stations of about eight or nine miles, and that part is thinly 
inhabited and truly a wilderness. From Galle the coast turns 
direct north, and the Gaile station in this direction extends to- 
wards Caltura twenty miles. In this station are fifteen places 
of worship, and 1033 children under instruction, The Caltura 
station extends south twenty-one miles, leaving a space of 
seven miles between that and the Galle station. It extends 
into the jungle in one place four, and in another twelve miles. 
Jt extends northward ten miles, leaving a space of five miles 
between it and the Colombo station. In this are twelve places 
of worship, and 644 children instructed daily. The Colombo 
circuit extends twelve miles southward on the Caltura road, 
and on the Negombo road north seven miles; and it extends 
in oue place ten miles into the interior. In this station are thir- 
teen places of worship, and about 835 children daily instruct- 
ed. Negombo is twenty miles north of Colombo. This station 
extends about seven es north and about seven south, extends 
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-ing to within about six miles of the Colombo station. In the 
Negonibo station are nine places of worship, and 412 children 
daily instructed. Thus we occupy the whole of the Cingalese 
coast; in which we have, in a well-connected chain, in five 
stations, sixty-three places where we preach, and 3703 children 
daily instructed. In all these places the minghitb Liturgy in 
Cingalese is read, with portions of the New Testament every 
Sabbath-day, where we are not present. When at any of these 
places, we conduct the service in Cingalese, in the same man- 
ner as at home. As far as 1 can judge from my own congrega- 
tions, and those in the two neighbouring stations, we have about 
fourteen or fifteen hundred adults, who distinguish between the 
Seventh day and others, by attending places of public wor- 
ship, and when I came to this part of Re island, there were not 
ten men ina line of coast upwards of sixty miles in length, 
who heard amongst them three times ten sermons of any kind 
in a year.” 

Caltura.—In the North of the island, where the difficulties in 
the way of the spreading of Christianity appear to be greater 
than in the South, and where circumstances of a discouraging 
kind as to some of the stations had occured, the Brethren, who 
had been under considerable depression, now write with re- 
newed feelings of confidence and anticipation. Our congre- 
gations, say the Jaffna Missionaries, are all on the increase ; 
both the Malabar and Portuguese congregations fill the Chapel. 
Our Schools begin to assume a more encouraging appearanee 
than ever. We informed you in our last of our intention to 
open one at Vannarpanny, which we did on the 26th of April, 
with 64 Boys; it has since increased to 92 ; 24 of whom are 
the children of Mahometans. Many of them can already read 
the Scriptures, and all are making rapid improvement. 

‘The total number of the Mission Schools in Ceylon is 75, and 
the number of children instructed in them is now 4484, a 
circumstance which calls for gratitude to God, who has thus 
inclined the heathen to put their children willingly .and even 
thankfully under the care of Christian Missionaries, to be in- 
structed in Schools in which neither heathen books nor heathen 
masters are admitted. The schools here have likewise afforded | 
access to the adult natives themselves, in whose villages and 
jungles the brethren now regularly publish the gospel of peace 
and salvation to the votaries of Budhu Atheism, and the sys- 
tematic worshippers of devils. 

_ The School Report for the last year, which the brethren pub- 
lish in Ceylon, has not been received, but is expected daily. 
Upon its arrival we shall give tothe public the infermation it 
contains. 


(To be Continued. } 














OBITUARY.-—POETRY. 


Obituary. 





DEATH OF MISS FRANCES EVANS CAREY. 


Dizp on the 20th of October, 1820, 
Miss Frances E. Carey. She expe- 
rienced religion, and joined the Meth- 
odist Society in the city of Quebec, 
Lower-Canada, in the year 1814.— 
Her meek disposition and humble de- 
portment, are well known to those who 
were acquainted with her. Though 
much circumscribed in her means of 
doing good in active life, being but a 
youth when she died, yet she sympa- 
thized with the distressed, and evinced 
2 disposition todo allshe could. She 
was ever ready to declare the good- 
ness of God to her soul, and to per- 
suade her youthful associates to seek 
the salvation of their souls. 

W hile in health, for most of the time, 
she enjoyed an abiding evidence of the 


peace of God ; and during her illness, 
which was long and severe, she mani- 
fested a perfect resignation to the di- 
vine will: and though frequently se- 
verely tempted, she seldom doubted 
of her acceptance with God. The 
last half hour of her life, she appeared 
extremely happy, and rejoiced in hope 
of the glory of God. She said, ‘‘1 have 
just passed through a cloud, and | see 
the heavens opened, and Jesus sitting 
ready to receive me.” Turning to 
her friends, she said, ‘* Angels call 
me! Do you not hear them sing ?”’ She 
then attempted to sing, 


“ Pll praise my Maker while I’ve breath,” &c. 


and repeated, praise— praise—praise ! 
and then expired without a groan. 


<r 


Poetry. 





‘S CHARITY SEEKETH NOT HER OWN.’’ 


METHOUGHT I, (in a dream which fancy wove, 
While Morpheus lull’d the busy cares of day) 
Was wandering in a fine elysian grove, 

Tasting the pleasures which those scenes convey. 
As thus I mus’d in pleasing wonder lost, 

I seem’d to tread upon enchanted ground; 
Methought I’d landed on some airy coast, 
Where purer spirits breathe their odours round ; 
When lo! upon an eminence I view’d 

A form celestial, clad in robes of white, 

Whose features with a soft expression glow’d, 
Encircdled with a ray of heavenly light. 
Compassion beam’d from her efiulgent eye, 
While o’er the earth she glanc’d a pitying look ; 
A tear upon her cheek I then did spy, 

Which more than common sympathy bespoke. 
Charity I thought the name of this fair maid, 
For by her side I saw the orphan’s face, 

6In all the charms of innocence array’d) 

Well pleas’d to view the smiling Angel’s grace. 
While thus enwrapt in transport as f stood, 

She mov’d majestic towards the plain below; 
When lo! behind a numerous train I view’d 

Of infant forms, that mov’d beth soft and slow ; 
Their voices echo’d in the evening breeze, 
Rising aloft upon the ambient air ; 

The sound I strove to catch among the trees, 
And to retain it on my raptur’d ear. 

But ah! so soft,so tremblingly they sing, 

Their numbers in such quick succession rise, 
They vibrate through the soul, they touch the 

spring, 

Where every soft and tender passion lies. 

Again I listen’d,Oh! I caught the strain, 

Which now responsive on my heart does dwell, 
pagel symphonious, and their words were 

plain, 

And suited to their infant voices weil. 

Praises resounded trom their lips and tongue, 
Whilst every eye was on their leader cast; 
A-hymn to charity at first they sung, 
And long, quite long, the pleasing theme did last. 


The Sunday School was beard amid the throng, 
Aud every voice in harmony began: 





To thee, fair charity, does the praise belong, 
The greatest blessing e’er bestow’d on man. 
Well pleas’d to hear, the highest angel smil’d, 
And op’d the portals of eternal day— 
Light dawn’d, ineffable, serenely mild, 
And shew’d the lustre of its heavenly ray.. 
Darkness dispell’d, and scarce a cloud was seén 
To damp the ardour of the youthful breast ; 
A path was open’d leading to that scene, 
Where each may find an everlasting rest. 
Ignorance abash’d, hid his deformed head, 

or dar’d to claim a superstitious right; 
Back to the cell of bigotry he fled, 
And sunk beneath a dark oblivious night. 
The fiend, alarm’J, sent forth a hideous groan, 
Which echo’d through the caverns of despair. 
Vice, that deformed spectre, stood alone, 
And with his cries, he rent the darksome air. 


The vision fed—the truth shall still remain, 
Effects of which are in our cities seen; 
And those who this fair visitor retain, 
Are bless’d with minds both tranquil and serene, 
Here asylums are to the wretched shewn, 
And every effort to suppress their fears ; 
A cordial, for those wounded breasts that mourn. 
Is giv’n, to heal and stop the falling tears. 
The sacred volume does an entrance find, 
Among the poor, despised, outcast race ; 
And here the restless, the wandering mind, 
May find a refuge, and a hiding place. 
The sabbath now with reverence is beheld, 
By thousands who were ignorant of its worth, 
And who, with words obscene, have oft compell’d 
The rising blush on those who heard their mirth, 
Thanks be to God, the day begins to dawn, 
The morning star is rising in the east ; 
Even on the distant Isles its light hath shone, 
And many are coming to the marriage feast. 
Wafted on wings of light’ning may it fly, 
Until the mind from darkness finds release, 
And the whole world, like an unclouded sky, 
Be fill’d with intellectual light and peace. 

MIRANDA. 


NV. York, Nov. 2, 1820, 








